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FOREST MYSTERY.

——
By Christine J5. Oarpeitier.
—_———

Into this bo lakd the deep-hued Lundle, and

-ﬂd‘“u"”hl eriel—"‘you are safe now. I
would have burned the cursed thinge, but for
foar I should be eaught, and then agsin, they
may be needed once more; after that, it woulda't
make much diffsencn if this o!d LaiMing was to
burn down, socide .taily of courss, some night
hthhtun. The first trick is taken— 't
mina! be is out of the way, the rest is clear
enough, when once the knot is tied—sbal—but
5t must be very late, five minu‘esto twelve, by
my watch! A pecaliar bour .1 a man to e at
night inareported baunted house! | neverseen
& ghost in it yot, but then [ have never befurs
been here at this fatal hour. I'llbas o™

The listener drew back as he heard the last
pentence, and re'reated within the room he hal
oecupled. He had just time to sofcly shut the
door, when the other pasied, and began to des,
eend the staircase.

“Now,” mased ke, “'why may I not keep up
the reputation given tals bouse? /7 must be
u.m

e stepped to the ban'star, and hissed, in an
altered volos, ‘' Murd rer " and followed it with
awid ‘ba! ha! ba'!”

Tta effect was faarful unon bim for whom it
was Intended; the caudle Aropped from his grasp,

and, wildly terrified, ba fled from the tenemert.

“That will kesp him beoos, for a while, 1
think my rus Qcions were correct,  I'll poe
whal he has biidon,”

Drawing & matel from blsposket, and gropiog
around, he soon found and it bis lantern, and
bhatond to the »ljuciut apartment, where
proceeding  directly to the maotis he be-
gan the eearch for ths Lidten pannel. It
was a Joug time ere bo suceodud in opon-
log it; but he provel t'e anclent adage
Vi Perseverance is commendalils," and had the
matisfaction to beliold the dasirsd prceage. Pias
cing the lantern in a cvnvenivn citustion, he

untied the string around it, aod anrolling it,
Tound is was —a aus of° ol shes covered with d sk
staine! They consis*ed of & pair of drab pants,
browa cost and vest ; the latter was completely
covered with the aforementioned stains, and
after examining them closely, the stranger mur®

mured deeply —

“This is noon! Ah, I bave you now!
The murderer is found!” And tying up the
bundle as he had found it, Lie replacad them upon

the shelf, closed the panel, and taking up the
light, returned to the other room.

The vietim of the ruse, when he had left the
house some distance behiud him, looked back to
where it loomed up sgainst the starlit vky.

“What a fright it gave me,” he mutered. *'I

haven't got over it yet—how my heart veats!
Can it be true, the tale that bas been circulated
sbout it. I have Leen in tha' place +hres differ-
ent times, baalde to-night, and never have hoard
of soen the least evidence of ths spiric so much
ta'ked about, if any one had to d me of such a
Shing, [ wouldn't bave beijeved i but the evi-
dence of my own ears—can L doubt that? An!
& thought! Might it not have been the wind,
whistling through the crevices; the honso Is o'd,
snd full of chinks; but the wind wouid not say—
‘Murdever” Murdeter? Ugh! I must be
0""

Thus concludivg, he hurried ap, and soon reach-
ed his boarding-house, situated in the liart of
the village; he crept softly in doors, and Laten-
od to his own room, wihout arvasing the in-
mates. Llis sleep was troublsd that night, ever
and anon, be won'd start up, in faney hearing
again, that feu:ful word and mockiog laugh.,

The workiogs of a guilly ¢ mscieuce, areasthe
sting of the reorpion’s Liie, there is no eseapiog
the righteous puuishment inthe el ujon the sin-
Der,

Theough the long weary watihes of the niglt,
though the other senses may be locked in slum-
ber, the troubled consclence kuows no rest ; ian
drosmn it exerts its power, stronger, even than
n wakiug hours,

CHAPUER 1Y,
NLLSON BRADFORD, SUNSKIT
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Feelings of awe are ever awakened iu the heart,
while gazing upon the desd. The frailness of
mortality, Is written upon the ¢)ld brow of the
deed, In Jotters too plan to be doubred, The
@yes once sparkling with life, the features aglow
with health; in one short hour, stiff and marble
like, in the embrace of the destroying angel,

We gaze upon the child, transplaoted from its
earthly home, to & more heavenly sphere,a smile
upon its Lips, t.0 las: workings of tha soul, before
Bts flight, sometimes with a sigh of regrel, sowme-
¥, Liat the troalles of the
wonrld can never b it, but when we behold
the man, strong in bis own God: given powers,
treading the paths of life with & firm, unyielding

at the village inn, notwithstanding Mrs, Cran-
liffe's apparent relactance to permit them o
depart, but in & fow words Henry informed her,
that they would not willingly Intrude upon ber
gief, and had concluded to change thelr quar-
.:w bad been closely watching the actions of
Julia, she had not been seen In company with
that man, since the evening of thelr vislt to the

tral Clump.
f “;I“,odui had boen the hour set for the

#oneral, and at that time the neighbors bagan to
arrive,to take their last look upon their respected
triend. The black rervants had ali been permitted
to ste their dead master, and were now collec od
{n the hall, weeping and wailing as was the
custom of their race.

('hloe, the hourekoapor, was presching a lesson
to Jim, the coaciman, about the “‘instaplebil't
of human "fairs.”

'Jim, vur dear massa am gone; took wideut a
minit's warnin'. Oh, badn’t » @ poor sinners ort
to trembil In our shoss, when we tink ob it. 1I'm
older'n you ar Jim, an' I ort to know."”

“Yes, Chloe, I know dats a fac, sartin; but
here cymes marse Harry, an' de Cunnel dar, an’
dere Is Marse Bradford, too. Now, Aunt Chles,
I dun hate dat puseon.”

“You Jim, thar, 'sh, you dan know naffin
‘bout dat man, let Missus koteh you sayin'
dat!”

At this moment, the solemn toness of the village
minister, reading the service for the dead, smnte
upon their ears and they relapsed into silencs,
The coflin cecupied the same place, the middie
of the eentral parlor, at its head was the pastor,
his bands raised in prayer, his silver halr falling
upen his shonlders, n ha'o round his aged face,
&t its foot, sat Mra. Cranliffe o deep mouraing

sarments, hor mowy kerchie®, with its broad
Llsck border, eonccaling her foatures,
Hor attitudo was one of profuund grief, and

many were the remarks cireu a'ed, concern’ng
the deep love she had borne her husband., Noar
her, stood Harry, and the Colonel; the formor
with his lustrous dark eyos, bent upon the wid
ow; the attention of the latter, engaged with a
tall individual, standing in an obscure corner,
his countenance completely eoncesled in his eloak
There was something familiar in his form, which
riveted the gaze of Pesling, until he was startled
by the vuice of the minister,

'The fricnda of the deceased, will take their
fina! farewell of his remains.”

He drew near the coffin, and looked in upon
the corpse.

4] never"—thought he to himeelf,—‘‘saw two
persons, more resembliog each other, than this
one and George Cranliffe !”

A1.d it was Indeed true, for not one, of all those
who gazed upon the dead, but wha' would have
sworn, it was George Cranliffe, Even Julla was
decelved, the severs contusion before mention-
¢d, adding to thia, and the wife, after bending a
moment over the face, lef. the room.

The Colonel drew back, and glanced foward
where he had seen the tall figure, but I was
gone, nor did he again see him, and as he noted
this, & strange suspic'on possessed his mind.
Mra. Cranliffe did not accompany the deceased
tothe grave, hir over-excited neives, it was
44i, had relaxed, and she was unable to leave
the room,

Ar Harry Cranliffs stood by the narrow exes-
vation, watching the body belng lowered Into it,
he felt s alight touch upon Rkls shoulder, and
turping, beheld a dark looking man, who whis-

“Is it possible, Harry Crauliffe, you do mot
know me? Svrely you have scen my face ofien
snough to recoguise it—but grief makes misan-
thropists of us all, and I suppoe you feel angry
with human beings in general.”

“Nots), Bradford | replied Harry, fircing
himself to accopt the profferod hand, *‘I sm
veicher & misanthropist, nor angry with my fel-
low erea‘ures, I assure you, death ls had to
bear : but such a death!™ he coutinued, gazing
searchilugly upon the other, who, without the
slightest show of agltation, returaed.

“It is a beavy misfortune. To die, and to
live, are peculiar things for mortals to compre-
herd, But when once our allotted time is at an
end, and we approach the termination of our
earthly account, "tis swest to be allowe 1 at loast
time to reeoncile our:elves to our destiny ; but
to be cut down In the prime of life, wirhout an
initant's warniog, is a fearful, fearful doom,”

“ Whst! can this man really be playing a
part 2" questioned Harry of himself, in perplox-
ity, as he listened to these remarks, ‘' If so, he
is the verlest hypocrite the world contains.” e
gared attentively at bhis features, Lut all was
apparently calmpess and compassion,
“Dradford !" exclaimed be, ‘' have yon, I ask
in confidence, the slightest suspicion as to who
committed this murder 7"

This question was evidently umexpected to
Bradford, for the muscles of his mouth quiv-
erod violently, and it was only by a strong effurt
that he controlled himself sufficiently to anseer,
“Why, what a queetion! Really you have
embirrassed me. Suspect any one? Whay, I
am the last man in the universe addicted to sus-
pecting, and I really know of no cns whom I
even imrgive could commit the deed, But do

step, when he is stricken down, in his prime, we
can but say—EHow strange, wioe tusm a thing s
Hfe! Low strangs, but ceiaim a thing is
death !

Thess, were some of the feclings that filled the
mind of Mrs. Cranliffa, as she s1ood alone beside
the eoffin, which eontained, as abe supposed, the
morfal remains of her husband, Bbe trembled,
gulity as she was, before the calm, but swe4n-
spidiag face of the corpse, she euv-hd her face
with ber hands, for & moment, but the next

«soppad thom, muttering:

“Why should I care, my wish is gratified ?
Away with remorse ! 1'li by wore of it.” And
with a determined air she turned away to leave
the room, but she remembered that she had loft
She face uncovered, and hastening back, she was
wrrangle g the gauze curtaln, when hwugout
& small round case slippe! from the bosom of her
@irass. Bbe ploked is up, with slight excl una-
tion, ard as she dud 4o, Lhe smillng face of & man

Gazing at it for an ins'snt, all vhe passions in

You suspect any one ¥

‘‘J can tell nothing about It, many mvsterious
occurrer.ces have taken place in the past, which
will be unveiled in the future. Depend upon It"
—he continued—‘‘whoever committed this deed,
shall know no rest!| Think not there Is no con-
sclsnce, worma of marth. No, no, no! You,
Nelson Bradfurd, who were educated like myself,
upon good Christian principles, know that there
is! Isit not so 2"

“‘Really, Harry, you are vehement, Of course
LtLere s & consclence—whoever doubted It "

“I knew of one man who did, when meditating
upon the committing of a cald blooded murder;
but my fiiend be found out, af.er the commis-
slon of the deed, that no matter when or wher,
be was, he knew no rest. Even as Baoquo's
ghost, haunted the kingly assassin, the usurper
Macbeth; even as the grim shade startled him
at the very banquet table, with the brimming
goblet prepared to quafl the ruby wine, so the
splrit of bis victim seemed ever present to him.
He gased upon the sightless rockets, once filled
wl b light and thought, and seemed to hear the

| “Bmile on, Neleon Bradford ! I amsctanmlng
whisw no doubt, Tou shall have uis hand!

~“Beore ['became the weal by Mre. Orsaliffe, you

. Meerned me; but mow! 1 know you, but you are

L
-

sa'e yot awhile. The firet wics of my game Is
woo.
*‘Carse your smiles !" and abe flung the case at

“u I feot, aud was about to trample upon it, when

- . Wr yxpression changed she prbicad it up, replaced

4 2% In hom draas, aud mpttored [ g Liw, chuckling

Hli”hl"
m-.v\hi-ulhutnl par-
h.h: in the mitdle of the apart
black velvet pall. 'Twas the

Worsleg toe Lody hed been
Bad besa made Tn vain for the

‘-

Gaath wa'l of the slanghtered sacriice to his
bloody, ambitious passions. Was it mot terri-
ble ¥ There Is an all seslog, an all righteous
God, who has endowed us with & consclence
which never s'eeps.”

Nelson Bradford qualled as he listonsd, each
word geemed burnad into his heart, but he saw
that an sogwer was expected and he respond-
od: g
#The ways of the Almighty are wise and for
the beet, they are not for man to question,”

“] am glad you think 80, Nelson, I parfectly
agres with you,” and be tarned away to join
the Colonel.

Bradford remaloed standing upon the spot
where Herry had Jefc him, absorbed in bls own
reflections, His was & tall, slender, grageful
form; nls complexion was dark, and his hair
black as jot, his ayes were also black, and plare -

to appear. Artful, designing, self-possessed,
and extravagant, ho bad been wealthy, but had
squandered his inheritance recklossly away; an
only sen, the bulk of bis fa'her's property be-
came his, and too Indolent to add to It, and much
given to pleasure and vain expenditure, he soon
rid himself of all,
In his earifer days he met Julla Harvey, the
daughter of a Southern planter, who had lost his
whols fortune in fruitless speculations. He liked
bLer for her beau'y, and for awhile paid her the
most pointed attentiona but he bad no intentions
of marrying; he Hked bis Liberty too well to lose
it for ome who eould bring blm no aplendid dow-
er: po after flirting desperately until he tired of
ber joclety, he deserted her for some new game.
Julis had loved him. A true daughter of the
South, with the flery blood of SBpain, on her
motber's side, she was impulsive and passionate,
and wlhen she realized that he had forsaken her,
in & moment of frenzy, peculiar to her, she took
an oath of vengeance.
To be Continued.
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